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Apparatus Innovations —
Now And In The Future

In January, I had the opportunity to
address the Fire Department Safety Offi-
cers Association (FDSOA) at its annual
Fire Apparatus Symposium in Orlando,
Fla. If you've never had a chance to attend
the FDSOA, you should check it out.

Many industry leaders, both manufac-
turers and fire departments, meet in a
rather intimate setting (about 400 attend
each year) and discuss cutting edge topics
in the design, manufacture and service of
fire apparatus and related equipment.

My presentation was titled “Fire Appa-
ratus Innovations - Now and in the
Future” Having grown up around fire
apparatus literally my entire life, it was a
subject near and dear to my heart. I was
asked to present because I had delivered a
similar paper to the Metro Fire Chiefs at
their annual conference in May of 2010.
I spoke on behalf of the Fire Apparatus
Manufacturers’ Association (FAMA).

I've attended FDSOA about 15 of the
last 23 years, and there is always a lot of
excitement in the air. Most of us have not
seen each other since the trade show cir-
cuit ended in the fall. Manufacturers are
quietly discussing new products that they
will be releasing at the FDIC, and there is
usually enough industry gossip to make a
sixth-grade girl blush.

This year there was a somber under-
current, as the FDSOA took place just
two days after industry giant Bob Barra-
clough died after a long illness. Among
other things, Bob was one of the founders
of the FDSOA symposium.

Statistical Data

I am a big believer that data speaks
louder than anecdotal evidence. There-
fore, as I began to conduct research for
this paper, I was surprised at how much
statistical data on the fire service was
available. FAMA has detailed statistics on
the number of and types of trucks sold
each year, but most of this information is
reserved for member use only.

The National Fire Protection Associa-
tion (NFPA), the National Volunteer Fire
Council (NVFC), the International Asso-
ciation of Fire Chiefs (IAFC), the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

and the U.S. Fire Administration all offer
a plethora of information on their Web
sites that few people seem to know about
or use. I drew on this data to support the
trends that I saw changing in fire service.
When preparing the paper, I also solic-
ited and received information and pho-
tographs from many of our more than
100 FAMA members on recently-released
products. For the FDSOA, I needed to con-
solidate these innovations into a 30-min-
ute presentation, but you can download
a copy of the entire PowerPoint presen-
tation at the FAMA Web site at www.
fama.org/resourcelibrary/. While there, I
would also encourage you to download
the FAMA white paper that highlights
changes in fire apparatus since 1994.

Drastic Change

The biggest take-away from my
research is that the fire service is chang-
ing drastically, and most fire apparatus
manufacturers are designing vehicles to
meet these changing needs. I know this
may sound almost trivial, but take a close
look at the data and the new products
that are being introduced.

It might come as a surprise to learn that
in 2009, less than five percent of all fire
service responses were actual fire calls.
According to the NFPA, roughly 65 percent
of all calls were medical aid or EMS related.
While the percentage of fire call responses
has declined greatly during the last 30
years, total calls have more than tripled.

It is also interesting to note that while
both the percentage and number of fire
calls declined, the damage caused (in
constant dollars) has actually risen. So
while there are fewer fires, the ones we
are having are larger, and departments
still need big water capability.

To quote IAFC Past President Jeff John-
son, “While all the hats and shirts you own
have the word “fire department” on them,
let’s face it, responding to fire is not what
we do with the bulk of our response time”

However, the number of natural and
technical disasters taking place around
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Comparison of Fire Department Calls
In 1980 and 2007

16.0 15.7

1980 mm 2007

1.1 16

Medical Fire
Aid

False Mutual Other
Alarms  Aid

Type of Call

Source: NFPA Fire Analysis and Research

Fire Departments Calls— More EMS and Less Firefighting

12.0 Other Hazardous
£ 10.0 Responses

£ g0 Only Fire Calls 3%

s 0 Going Down! False Alarms
2 a0 Medical %

S Aid 62%

Fire Department Calls in 2007

Hazardous Material
o

Other
14%

o

Fire 6%
Mutual Aid
4%

s Page | Contents | Zoomin |

Cover | Search Issue | Next Page



Previous Page | Contents | Zoomin | Zoom out | Front Cover | Search Issue | Next Pagem

Qmags

CORPORATION

VISIT US AT
KIMTEKRESEARCH com

SINCE 1984

Quality, affordable compact slip-in skid units for ATV/UTVs and pickup trucks.

MEDLITE TRANSPORT SKID FIRELITE TRANSPORT DARLEY W/REEL FIRELITE TRANSPORT DARLEY FIRELITE TRANSPORT FOR PICKUP
[

Hannay Reels’

anurleu The reel leader.
- G KIMTEK BRI ~ox
% CORPORATION Sl S

FIREFIGHTER 2163 Vermont Rt. 5A, Westmore, VT 05860 888.546.8358 KIMTEKRESEARCH.om  [TJITE] meserid S5

Previous Page | Contents | Zoomin | Zoom out | Front Cover | Search Issue | Next Page






